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Lab 9  
Crossroads Geology Conference 

The Department’s annual Crossroads Geology Conference is taking place today and tomorrow.  The 
event highlights research by students at IU and other universities in the region.  In fact, the 
Crossroads conference is organized by the students who participate in the Sigma Gamma Epsilon 
geology student group.  If you are a geology major or just have an interest in geology, you are 
welcome to participate in SGE or the less formal GeoClub.  Talks and posters are presented at 
Crossroads by undergraduate and graduate students, and visiting faculty and people from geological 
industry present keynote talks and serve as judges for the student presentations.   

Today is a good opportunity to find out what research goes on in the department and how you can 
get involved if you are interested.  You may want to participate yourself in future years, at which point 
it will also be a good way to find out more about job in geological sciences and for potential 
employers to find out about you. 

 Crossroads sessions 

The schedule of talks and posters is copied on the next page.  Many of the presentations are 
relevant to G308, either directly or indirectly.  The paleontology presentations are marked with blue 
dots, but please try to visit all the presentations, especially the posters.   

 Assignment 

Attend one of the talks or visit one of the posters marked with a blue dot.  Submit a report on that 
presentation that addresses the following: 

(1)  Title and author;  (2)  scientific question or hypothesis addressed by the research;  (3) methods 
and materials used to address the question; (4) results of the research;  (5) your evaluation of the 
effectiveness of the presentation (a.  how easy was it to understand the project based on the 
presentation; b.  were the graphics, text, and verbal presentation effective in communicating the 
main points; c.  does the research address a clear question).   
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